Inventor launches low-cost solution
to prevent fires in material stockpiles

Fire at waste and recycling
sites is a huge problem for the
industry and has prompted
the Environment Agency to

issue tough new requirements
for site operators.

A new solution has been launched
which monitors rising temperatures
in stockpiles, allowing operators to

act before the material ignites. Inventor Dr Eric Crouch problem and create a “The challenge in developing a solution lay
Kent-based company Soil & Land solution. The result is in identifying where and when a fire is about
Consultants Ltd have now launched PREVENTIT, a new to start. Because spontaneous combustion
PREVENTIT as a new, easy-to-use, low-cost  easy-to-use fire prevention solution designed  happens randomly within the stockpile, by
fire prevention solution for the waste and for the waste and recycling industry. the time you detect smoke externally, it is
recycling industry. PREVENTIT consists of a disposable often already too late,” explained Dr Crouch.
On average, a fire breaks out at a UK waste sensor cable which is laid across material at “That's why the sensor cable was developed.
management site almost every day of the year. various stages as the pile grows in height. It is laid throughout the stockpile to provide.
It's not usually arson or human error that The sensors in the cable mgnitor . temperat.ure information at numerous Iocgtlons-
causes the fire. The most common cause is temperatures in the stockpule, anq real-time Prob_es' s:mply‘ can't provid‘e enough detaul and
spontaneous combustion — heat generated information is then tran.smltted wirelessly are dlfflcu|t to psert deep into .the plle§. |
ithin the stockpile builds up and ignites. from the monitoring unit to a PC. “Until now, site operators simply d!dn t
i ths, a research and When any area of the pile approaches know whether and when a fire was likely t0
For fhe ps 12~ morl1 d b inventor Dr Eric dangerous temperatures, the alarm activates  break out in a stockpile. With PREVENTIT,
i prolectd er w: at a major so operators know exactly when to rotateor  they have the information they need 10
(;r 2ug) h?:;:,i::guzit: to ir)\/vestigate the move stock to prevent the risk of fire. respond before a fire starts.”
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